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         BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held in the Methodist Church Hall, Sedgwick Road, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 9 October 2012  

 
     Present:                   Cllrs Thornton (Chairman), Cossey (paras 107 to 116.4), Hansell, Roling, Toher and 

Winstanley     

 

   In Attendance: Mr P J Storey (Clerk to the Parish Council) 

   Mrs C Taylor (Assistant Clerk) 

    

  Public Session 

 

One member of the public was present and queried the likelihood of reducing the 40mph speed limit on       

Alan Drayton Way to 30mph.  Cllr Roling was able to confirm that the County Council would be 

reviewing this in the next financial year.   

 

107.     Apologies 

 

107.1 Cllr Lyon. 

 

108.      To Agree the Minutes of the Meeting on 11 September 2012 

 

108.1 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Roling, RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting 

held on 11 September 2012 be accepted as a true record. 

 

109.      Matters Arising from the above Minutes 

 

109.1    Para 92.1 Social network sites.  Cllr Toher was following up on social network sites. 

Action:  Cllr Toher 

 

109.2 Para 92.4     Cllr Harris’ proposal that a ‘buddy’ system be introduced to help elderly allotment 

tenants maintain their plots was discussed at the last full Council meeting but it was decided that 

no further action was to be taken. 

 

109.3    Para 97.1   The Clerk confirmed the additional litter bin at the new Stoke Park Road bus shelter 

had been installed and others would be provided as necessary.  Bin emptying would be 

undertaken by Green Smile Ltd. 

 

109.4 Para 100.1 Riverside railings.  The LAC was not prepared to contribute to the repaint or 

replacement of the Riverside railings so no Parish contribution would be made and the matter 

would be left entirely to Hampshire County Council whose primary responsibility it was.  

 

     110.      Declarations of Interest 

            

110.1    Cllr Cossey - Community Speedwatch (para 113). 

 

111.      RFO’s Report, Budget Monitoring and Payments 

 

111.1    The Clerk commented on changes to the budget monitoring sheet which he intended to introduce 

for the next financial year.  These were noted. 

 

111.2 A budget monitoring report had been circulated with the agenda papers.  This was noted.  

  

111.3 Motion for Confidential Business.  As some discussion was necessary on the payments tabled, 

which included staff payments, it was necessary for the public to leave the room. 
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  111.4 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED unanimously that in view of the 

confidential nature of the business about to be discussed relating to employees’ remuneration it 

was advisable and in the public interest that the public be excluded and for the record the business 

be regarded as confidential. 

 

111.5 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Roling, RESOLVED unanimously with minor 

amendment that payments be made as tabled. 

 

111.6 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED unanimously that the public be 

readmitted to the meeting.  

 

112. Annual costs of play area inspections 

 

112.1 Costs collected by the Clerk for quarterly and full annual inspections of the play areas had been 

received from two competent organisations; a third was awaited.  It was thought appropriate for 

EBC to continue until the financial year end, at which point a new contractor could be engaged. 

Action:  Clerk 

 

112.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Cossey, RECOMMENDED unanimously that Eastleigh 

Borough Council be contracted to undertake quarterly and a full annual inspection of the play 

areas with accompanying reports for the remainder of the financial year. 

 

113.  Community Speedwatch 

 

113.1    Cllr Winstanley explained that volunteers for Community Speedwatch, which was a national   

initiative to encourage adherence to speed limits, worked with the Police in their local area 

identifying speeding motorists who, in the first instance, could subsequently receive a letter 

reminding them of the need to keep to the speed limit.  A member of the Safer Neighbourhood 

Team would attend the next full Council meeting to explain the scheme in more detail.  In the 

meantime, volunteers should make their willingness to undergo training and become involved 

known to Cllr Winstanley.   

 

113.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Roling, RECOMMENDED with Cllrs Cossey and 

Toher abstaining that the Council should take up the offer to share the capital costs of the 

necessary Speedwatch equipment amounting to £1,300 made by Fair Oak and Horton Heath 

Parish Council. 

 

114. Jockey Lane allotment border 

 

114.1 The Clerk tabled the title plan for the Jockey Lane allotments to illustrate the difficulty in 

defining the actual border and recommended that he make a further visit to the neighbours, 

followed up with a letter, indicating the Parish Council’s belief in where the actual border lay and 

that we considered the large tree was within the neighbour’s land boundary. 

Action:  Clerk 

 

115.      Memorial seat on the public highway 

 

115.1  An application had been made by a local resident to erect a seat on the public highway in 

memory of his deceased wife.  The Clerk confirmed the Parish Council had the power to erect 

and maintain seats on the public highway, subject to the location being agreed by the County 

Council.  Cllr Winstanley urged caution and suggested a local consultation might be in order 

given the nature of the request.  The Clerk would follow up with the applicant in the first 

instance. 

Action:  Clerk 

 

116. Asset Management Report 

 

116.1. Cemetery.   Nine interments had taken place in the Cemetery to date this year.   The land adjacent 

to the tree line remained severely waterlogged precluding any further interments in sequence.  
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The ground was dotted with molehills which were unsightly and being flattened by the ground 

maintenance team on an ad hoc basis. 

  

116.2 Allotments.   The annual skip for Autumn waste would be provided later in the month. 

 

116.3 Play equipment.    An order had been placed for a replacement toddlers swing in the Otter Close 

play area and for new safety matting underneath the basket swing in Sayers Road, both of which 

had been vandalised. 

 

116.4 Asset transfer.    The Clerk reported he had again engaged Hedleys, Solicitors, to effect the 

transfer of Glebe Meadow from EBC on our behalf and reminded councillors that all associated 

costs were met by EBC.   

 

Cllr Cossey left the meeting at his point 

 

117.      Clerk’s Report 

 

117.1    Shears Mill.  Work was progressing in line with the planned timescale despite adverse weather 

and much interest was being expressed by passers-by.  Protective measures had been taken to secure the 

site and to protect machinery from the rain.  Claims had been submitted to the Wildlife Trust for 

reimbursement from the National Lottery grant for expenses incurred, the draft wording for some of the 

notice boards had been submitted to EBC for design work and the Hampshire Mills Group was planning 

its renovation programme.   

 

117.2     Councillors noted the letter from the Wednesday Conservation Volunteer Group who          

undertook various agricultural tasks in local communities at a daily rate of £65.  Further details were on 

their website www.wednesdaycv.org.uk 

     

117.3     The Clerk highlighted the proposals to introduce various traffic regulation orders in the Parish 

given that he had received some comments from interested parties.  It was agreed the Clerk should query 

the proposal to limit parking on Church Road and Montague Road to one hour which would preclude the 

elderly meeting in the Memorial Hall from parking adjacent to the Hall and similarly for those enjoying 

the Beach.  It was thought more appropriate to limit parking in these areas to 3 or 4 hours.  The Clerk 

would reply accordingly. 

Action:  Clerk 

 

118.      Date, time and place of next meeting  

 

118.1   The next meeting will be on Tuesday 13 November 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall,           

Sedgwick Road, Bishopstoke. 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.00pm. 
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Summary of Recommendations for Consideration by Full Parish Council 

 
112.2 that Eastleigh Borough Council be contracted to undertake quarterly and a full annual inspection 

of the play areas with accompanying reports for the remainder of the financial year. 

 

113.2 that the Council should take up the offer to share the capital costs of the necessary Speedwatch 

equipment amounting to £1,300 made by Fair Oak and Horton Heath Parish Council. 

 

 

Summary of Resolutions Passed to be Noted by the Full Parish Council 

 
108.1 that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2012 be accepted as a true record. 

 

  111.4 that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed relating to employees’ 

remuneration it was advisable and in the public interest that the public be excluded and for the 

record the business be regarded as confidential. 

 

111.5 that with minor amendment payments be made as tabled. 

 

111.6 that the public be readmitted to the meeting.  

 

 

 

Payments in September 2012 in excess of £500 

published in accordance with the Government’s transparency directive 

 

 

Mr P Storey    Salary and expenses   1499.52 

Mrs C Taylor    Salary and expenses     720.37 

Green Smile Ltd   Grounds maintenance   1794.33 

Bruno construction   Shears Mill    5796.00 

Westgarth Carrol   Architect’s fees    1000.00 

Technix    Replacement safety matting    625.00 

Carnival Group   Expenses      556.80 

Came & Co    Insurance    1307.37 

Hants Police authority   PCSO contribution   7000.00 


