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Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 8 October 2019  
 

Present:  Cllrs Tidridge (Chair), Dean, Harris, Thornton, Toher and Winstanley   

                 

In Attendance:  Mr D Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Cllrs Greenwood and Francis 

               

Public Attendance: 0 members of the public were present   

 

FGP_1920_M06/ 

 

61 Apologies for Absence 

 

 61.1 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllr Parker-Jones.  

 

62 To accept as a true record, and sign, the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee Meeting held on 10 September 2019 

 

 62.1 The Minutes of the above meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

 

 62.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Thornton, RESOLVED, with Cllrs Dean, Tidridge 

and Toher abstaining due to being absent, that the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee meeting held on 10 September 2019 be accepted as a true record. 

 

63 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes 

 

 63.1 There were no matters arising. 

 

64 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 64.1 Councillors Toher and Thornton declared an interest in Item 5 on the agenda as recipients of 

payments. 

 

Cllr Tidridge proposed bringing Item 8 on the agenda forward so that Planning Colleagues could contribute 

to the debate and then leave if they so wished. This was unopposed. 

 

65 To consider Bishopstoke Parish Council making a written statement to the Local Plan inspector 

and, if necessary, to agree the content of the statement 

 

 65.1 Cllr Toher presented a draft version of a statement (included in the minutes as Appendix A) 

from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group that updates the Inspector and Borough Council on the 

status of Bishopstoke’s Neighbourhood Plan and raises some concerns arising from their work. Cllrs 

were offered the chance to amend this statement or propose additional wording from the Parish 

Council itself but agreed that the statement agreed on July 31st, 2018 was still the Council’s position. 

 

 65.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council submit 

the statement agreed by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, once the draft has been finalised, to 

the Local Plan Inspector. 
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66 To receive the RFO’s Report, and approve Budget Monitoring and Payments Reports for 

September 2019 

 

 66.1 The Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for September 2019 had been circulated with the 

supporting documents for this meeting. 

 

 66.2 The RFO had reported that September was a busy month with regards to payments made and 

deposits received after a quiet summer. This was mainly due to the Carnival and lots of remedial work 

carried out by Vitaplay at the Council's play areas following the latest play area inspection report. The 

Council's contribution towards the 2019-20 costs of the Y-Zone was also paid. The Clerk noted the 

payment for work on the transfer of Brookfield to Surrey Hill Solicitors. Rather than the Borough 

Council paying the solicitors directly they had paid the funds to the Parish Council, and so the Parish 

Council had paid the original invoice. 

 

 66.3 Cllrs noted the payments related to newsletter printing and delivery. The Clerk confirmed that 

although the newsletter had been printed and delivered to the delivery company, it appeared that no 

newsletters had been delivered in Bishopstoke. Those Cllrs present confirmed that none had received a 

newsletter. The Clerk was requested to continue chasing the whereabouts of the newsletter. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 66.4 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the Committee 

approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for September 2019. 

 

67 To recommend approval and adoption of the audited Annual Return to 31 March 2019 

 

 67.1 The Clerk noted that the Council had passed the external audit with no issues or qualifying 

notes. 

 

 67.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the 

Council approve and adopt the audited Annual Return to 31 March 2019. 

 

68 To make recommendations on the grant request from Open Sight 

 

 68.1 The grant request form had been circulated in the document pack for the meeting. 

 

 68.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RECOMMENDED that the Council grant 

£480 to Open Sight. 

 

69 To discuss potential locations for Parish Council funded defibrillators 

 

 69.1 The Committee agreed that the following would be good potential locations for defibrillators: 

YZone / Stoke Wood Surgery / Lloyds Pharmacy; Bishopstoke Community Centre / St Mary’s 

Church; Bishopstoke Memorial Hall; Bishopstoke Methodist Church; The allotment building at the 

Chase, at a time when the Parish Council may own the land. The Clerk was requested to contact all 

these options to ask whether they would be willing to host a defibrillator. Should more than needed 

say yes then the Committee agreed to recommend additional funds in the budget for 2020/21. 

Action: Clerk 

 

70 To receive the Clerk’s Report, including an update on Parish Council assets 

 

 70.1 Actions: The Clerk reported back to the Committee on the following actions from previous 

meetings:  

 

52.3 The Payments list has now been amended. 

54.2 Options for payment were discussed and using the remainder of the clock budget for 

the transfer fund will be an item on next full council. 



 

 

Initial: ________    Date: __________ 

54.4 As there is no invoice, the Street Pastors grant cannot be done as a payment. It was 

originally done so that Street Pastors did not have to submit an application each year 

but they are still having make an annual request. The Clerk recommended that the 

best solution may be for Full Council to resolve to pay the Street Pastors £500 per 

year until either the Council resolves to stop, the Street Pastors disband or there is a 

request to change the amount. The Clerk was requested to add this to the next Full 

Council agenda. 

Action: Clerk 

  55.2 All Councillors were contacted regarding budget projects. 

  56.3 Work to update play area weekly inspection sheets is still ongoing. 

 

 70.2 Allotments: Assistant Clerk Thorogood reported that the rent letter exercise has been carried out 

and letters were posted to tenants on 4th October. The rent letters informed tenants about the Council 

banning use of the 2 chemicals on Council land, a reminder regarding numbering of plots, a further 

reminder about reducing legionella risks, and details of padlock code changes to be carried out. A 

short close down guide was also written by the allotment site reps.  

 

 Word of mouth is helping advertise the vacant, and soon-to-be vacant plots on site at Underwood 

Road and with the rent letter exercise now complete, the Assistant Clerk will be able to allocate vacant 

plots to the waiting list applicants.   

 

 Since the last F&GP meeting, there was one further instance of anti-social behaviour at the 

Underwood Road site, where youths were spotted on site around 8pm after climbing over the fence at 

the top of the site. They immediately left the site using the main gate after realising tenants were still 

on site. Residents of nearby roads apparently called the Police but the Police have not been in contact 

with the Parish Council. It is worth mentioning that the Police have advised the Parish Council 

CANNOT report on behalf of allotment holders – we can only report if Council property (eg a fence) 

is damaged. 

 

 Water will be turned off at both allotment sites and the cemetery by the end of October, and a skip will 

be arranged for both allotment sites during the first week of November. 

 

 Waiting List: Jockey Lane – 8; Underwood Road - 5; Sewall Drive – 25; Breach Lane – 19; Breach 

Lane disabled plots – 3 

 

 70.3 Burials, Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards: Assistant Clerk Taylor reported there were 2 

interments in September, 1 full and 1 ashes burial in October and 1 booked for November (the Sunday 

interment). Unfortunately, we had another request for a Sunday burial come in following the full 

council meeting. We had to advise the family that approval would need to be sought from the Council 

and they have decided not to proceed. 

 

 Work has been done to remove dead trees and replace broken fencing at Bishopstoke Cemetery. Also, 

a planning application has gone in to cut back overhanging trees that could impact those walking 

around the Cemetery. 

 

 The Old St Mary’s ash now has permission from the diocese. We have also now received notification 

that the Borough Council has no objection to the work so we are going to proceed. 

 St Mary’s –Work begins on Monday on the wall and also on making some railings safe in the back 

corner of the church. 

 

 70.4 Parish Office: The Clerk noted that the window cleaner has unfortunately suffered an accident 

and is currently in hospital. The Clerk has passed on the best wishes of the Parish Council for a speedy 

recovery. 

 

 70.5 Play Areas: The Clerk indicated that there was nothing to report. 

 

 70.6 General: The Clerk reported to the Council that the Street Pastors are about to have their fees 

increased by their national body. They are currently working on their response to this. At the 
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Community Safety Group meeting it was generally agreed that there is more anti-social behaviour in 

our area than in the previous year. There was some discussion of CCTV with the Parishes agreeing to 

work together to try to obtain a discount. Also the Borough were asked to consider the possibility of 

monitoring the Parish feeds. 

 

 The latest quarterly police report has been received. The Clerk indicated he would forward it on to the 

Council. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 The Clerk informed the Committee that the Lengthsman as originally envisaged may not be workable 

for Bishopstoke Parish Council. The Committee agreed it was sensible to investigate employing 

someone more generally, especially as there may be a need for someone to work with the Memorial 

Hall once it has been fully taken over. 

 

71 Date, time, place and agenda items for next meeting 

 

 71.1 The next meeting is scheduled to be on Tuesday 12th November 2019 at 7:30pm in the Parish 

Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke. 

 

 71.2 Agenda items for this meeting should be received by the Clerk no later than Monday 4th 

November 2019. 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.10pm 


