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Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held virtually commencing at 7.30pm on 13 October 2020  
 

Present:  Cllrs Tidridge (Chair), Harris, Parker-Jones, Thornton, Toher, Winstanley 

                 

In Attendance:  Mrs S Thorogood (RFO to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

               

Public Attendance: 1 member of the public were present   

 

FGP_2021_M02/ 

 

10 Apologies for Absence 

 

 10.1 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllr Dean   

 

11 To accept as a true record, and sign, the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee Meeting held on 8 September 2020 

 

 11.1 The Minutes of the above meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

 

 11.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance 

and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 8 September 2020 be accepted as a true record. 

 

12 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes 

 

 12.1 Minute FGP_1921_M01/8.3  

 Councillor Parker-Jones asked if there was an update on the Church Road play area tree. Cllr Tidridge 

confirmed that this was covered in the Clerk’s report.  

 

13 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 13.1 There were no declarations or requests. 

 

14 To receive the RFO’s Report, and approve Budget Monitoring and Payments Reports for the 2nd 

quarter of 2020-21 

 

 14.1 The RFO’s report had been included in the document pack for the meeting. It is included in the 

minutes as Appendix A. The Committee agreed to note the report.  

 

 14.2 The Budget Monitoring and Payments Report for the 2nd quarter of 2020-21 had been included 

in the document pack. Cllr Toher asked if the Surrey Hills legal costs relating to the acquisition of 

Brookfield was the liability for the Parish Council and not the Borough Council. Cllr Parker-Jones 

asked questioned the high costs of painting the wall of Shears Mill, and whether the work was put out 

to tender. The RFO offered to ask the Clerk to answer both questions as it is he who approved both 

invoices.  

Action: Clerk 

 

 14.3   Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED that the Committee approve the 

Budget Monitoring and Payments Report for the 2nd quarter of 2020-21. 

 

 



 

 

Initial: ________    Date: __________ 

 

 

15 To recommend approval of a grant request from Morelands Camping 

 

 15.1 The Committee discussed the grant application. Cllr Parker-Jones questioned that the campsite 

is not within the Parish of Bishopstoke, and that she could not see how it directly benefits the 

residents. Cllr Parker-Jones was also concerned that this could open the door for future applications 

from outside of the Parish.  

 

 15.2  Cllr Winstanley commented that whilst the initiative of the campsite is a good thing, the report 

does not mention any evidence how it benefits the residents of Bishopstoke and at present, does not 

feel it is a good use of Parish Council funds. She would like to see more statistics before deciding.  

 

 15.3   Cllr Thornton agreed with other Cllrs, and suggested the Council asks the organisation for 

further evidence.  

 

 15.4   Cllr Toher felt that the report did not provide enough information and would like to see more 

detailed statistics. Without them, she would be against granting the money.  

 

 15.5   Cllr Winstanley commented that there were no details given for the number of people the 

amount requested would benefit.  

 

 15.6   Cllr Tidridge would like to see more evidence that this project is of direct benefit to the 

residents of Bishopstoke.  

 

 15.7   Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that this 

application should be deferred to the next meeting, with the Clerk to ask the organisation to provide 

more detailed evidence and statistics of the direct benefit to the residents of Bishopstoke.  

Action: Clerk 

 

 

16 To recommend approval of a grant request from Bishopstoke Methodist Church 

 

 16.1 The paperwork to support this application was not received in time for the meeting. This item 

was consequently deferred.  

 

17 To receive the Clerk’s Report, including an update on Parish Council assets 

 

 17.1 The Clerk’s report had been included in the document pack. It is included in the minutes as 

Appendix B. The Committee noted the report. 

 

 17.2 Cllr Tidridge was pleased to see communication with the Underwood Road site reps has 

improved. She also commented that she had circulated photos via email of the completed repairs to the 

Church Road play area.  

 

 17.3   Cllr Tidridge would like an agenda item at the next meeting of the Full Council to discuss the 

fencing at Church Lane play area around the back of the electricity substation. There is funding 

available through the Borough BIFFOH LAC through S106 contributions. She would like all Cllrs to 

have a say on the project, with the Clerk to circulate the quotes and diagrams in advance of the 

meeting, for Cllrs to then discuss options and make a decision during the meeting itself.  

Action: Clerk 

 

 

 17.4    Cllr Tidridge also feels that the fencing should be replaced around the substation; a discussion 

amongst Cllrs then followed. Although the substation is the responsibility of SSE, Cllr Tidridge feels 

that whilst installing new fencing at Church Lane play area, the Parish Council should install new 

fencing by the substation to ensure the play area is safe under current Health and Safety standards.  

 



 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 17.5 Cllr Parker-Jones felt that using social media would embarrass SSE into action to reply to the 

Council, and would like the Clerk to share the email trail with Cllrs so they can see how many 

attempts have been made to contact SSE.  

Action: Clerk 

 

 17.6  Cllr Harris agreed with using social media, but felt that SSE would probably want their own sole 

access to the substation with their own key, and that the Council should instead of installing new metal 

fencing, only install heras fencing. Cllr Toher suggested the Council should charge rent to SSE for use 

of Council land. Cllr Parker-Jones commented that the Council should use both avenues - social media 

and charging SSE rent.  

 

 17.7 Cllr Tidridge would like the F&GP Committee to discuss at its next meeting the outstanding 

project regarding the cemetery gates and asked the Clerk to provide an update on the current situation.  

Action: Clerk 

 

 17.8 Cllr Parker-Jones is aware that the money has been received by the Borough and it has been 

discussed by the BIFFOH LAC team. There is concern the money is time-bound. Cllr Toher suggested 

that as the Council still does not have access to the new cemetery, that the money could instead be 

spent on gates for the old cemetery. Cllr Toher suggested going back through precious notes to find 

the exact details.  

Action: Clerk 

 

18 Date, time, place and agenda items for next meeting 

 

 18.1 The next meeting is scheduled to be on Tuesday 10th November 2020 at 7:30pm online. Agenda 

items for this meeting should be received by the Clerk no later than Monday 2nd November. Cllrs were 

also asked to email suggestions for any considerations for budget discussions to the Clerk and RFO.  

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.09pm 


