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Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held virtually commencing at 7.30pm on 9 February 2021  
 

Present:  Cllrs Tidridge (Chair), Dean, Harris, Parker-Jones, Thornton, Toher and Winstanley 

                 

In Attendance:  Mr D Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Mrs S Thorogood (RFO to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

               

Public Attendance: 0 members of the public were present   

 

FGP_2021_M06/ 

 

53 Apologies for Absence 

 

 53.1 All Cllrs were present.   

 

54 To accept as a true record, and sign, the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee Meeting held on 12 January 2021 

 

 54.1 The Minutes of the above meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Toher noted 

that the decision on the precept had been for a 0% rise in Council Tax rather than that Council Tax 

remain unchanged and requested this be amended. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 54.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Dean, RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes of the 

Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 12 January, as amended in 54.1, be 

accepted as a true record. 

 

55 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes 

 

 55.1 Cllr Parker-Jones asked if there was an update on the grant application from Morelands 

Camping. The Clerk replied that there was not, but that he would contact the applicant to get more 

information. 

Action: Clerk 

 

56 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 56.1 There were no declarations or requests. 

 

57 To note the RFO’s Report, and to approve the latest Budget Monitoring and Payments Reports 

 

 57.1 The RFO’s report had been included in the document pack for the meeting. It is included in the 

minutes as Appendix A. The Committee agreed to note the report. The Clerk noted the grant payment 

to the Street Pastors and informed the Committee that there had been a letter of thanks from the Street 

Pastors which also stated that they are in the process of training new people to join. Cllr Toher asked 

why the cost of installing play area signs was so large. The RFO noted that the fixings had to be 

specially made and this had boosted the cost. 
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 57.2   Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Committee approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments Reports for January 2021. 

 

58 To make recommendations the Parish banking arrangements 

 

 58.1 The RFO had prepared a report on possible alternative providers for the Council to bank with 

which was included with the supporting documents. The Committee thanked the RFO for her work. 

After discussion it was agreed that the Committee would like more information on the ethical qualities 

of the recommended providers and also requested the RFO investigate other potential suppliers of 

banking facilities in time for the next Committee meeting. 

Action: RFO 

 

 58.2 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

recommendation on Parish banking arrangements be deferred to the next meeting.  

 

59 To recommend approval of the Financial Systems Risk Assessment for 2020-21  

 

 59.1  The Risk Assessment had been circulated with the document pack for this meeting. 

 

 59.2 The Clerk noted that the only changes were to the renewal date of the insurance and to the 

amount of fidelity guarantee insurance held. All other items had been reviewed and remain unchanged. 

Cllr Parker-Jones asked whether the assessment should include risk to income for the Memorial Hall 

due to coronavirus. The Clerk noted that in the previous year the references to the Memorial Hall had 

been removed from the document due to its accounts being run separately under the charitable trust. 

 

 59.3 Proposed Cllr Dean, Seconded Cllr Harris, RECOMMENDED unanimously to recommend 

approval of the Financial Systems Risk Assessment for 2020-21. 

 

60 To recommend repurposing the 2020-21 election budget for play areas 

 

 60.1 The Clerk informed the Committee that the November inspections had noted a number of areas 

of Sayers Road play area in particular that needed either maintenance or replacement. The play area 

equipment maintenance budget has already been fully utilised, and it is therefore necessary to transfer 

at least £5,000 from other funds to complete these repairs. The Clerk recommended transferring the 

money from the election budget as there is no prospect of it being used for elections in this financial 

year and it would also provide a surplus of money in the event that the February inspections lead to 

more work being identified. 

 

 60.2 The Committee raised a number of concerns about the equipment at Sayers Road failing so soon 

after installation. The Clerk was requested to investigate whether any of the work would be covered by 

warranty, and to also try to ensure that any replacement equipment is not likely to fail in the same 

way. Finally the Committee requested that the Officers take account of likely failure rate of various 

pieces of equipment in future budget planning. 

Action: Clerk and RFO 

 

 60.3 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the 

Council approve the virement of £8,000 from the Election budget heading to play area equipment 

maintenance. 

 

61 To note the Clerk’s Report, including an update on Parish Council assets 

 

 61.1 The Clerk’s report had been included in the document pack and was noted by the Committee. It 

is included in the minutes as Appendix B.  
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Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 61.2 The Clerk informed the Committee that an update had been received from the police regarding 

the break-ins at the Memorial Hall over the summer. The police report that the Youth Offending Team 

“have made the decision to issue the young man who we suspected was involved with a community 

resolution for criminal damage. This means that he has accepted responsibility for the criminal 

damage to the window and will be receiving ongoing intervention from the Youth Offending Team to 

ensure that this kind of behaviour does not continue.” 

 

62 Date, time, place and agenda items for next meeting 

 

 62.1 The next meeting is scheduled to be on Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 7:30pm online. Agenda 

items for this meeting should be received by the Clerk no later than Monday 1st March 2021.  

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8:20pm 


