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BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 9 April 2019  

 
Present:  Cllrs Harris (Chair), Brown, Dean, Tidridge, Toher and Winstanley 

                

In Attendance:  Mr D Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    

Public Session  0 members of the public were present 

 

FGP_1920_M01/ 

 

Public Session 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 

   

 1.1 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllr Thornton.  

 

2 To accept as a true record, and sign, the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting 

held on 12 March 2019 

 

 2.1 The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated prior to this meeting. 

 

 2.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the Minutes of the 

Finance and General Purposes Meeting held on 12 March 2019 be accepted as a true record. 

 

3 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes 

 

 3.1 Minute FGP_1819_M11/138.2 – The Clerk was requested to plan for adding ethics to the 

Annual Investment Strategy in future. This has been added to the notes for the next update. 

 

 3.2 Minute 138.2 – The Clerk was requested to determine what interest rate applies to the money 

held on behalf of the Parish Council by Eastleigh Borough Council. This was confirmed as 0.5%. 

 

 3.3 Minute FGP_1819_M10/125.1 – The Clerk was requested to investigate the byelaws in place at 

Fair Oak. This has now been completed and the Clerk reported that Fair Oak also appear not to have 

had their bye-laws signed off by the Secretary of State.  

 

 3.4 Minute 130.3 – The Clerk was requested to investigate the cost of removing the shelter at Glebe 

Meadow skate park. This is still ongoing. 

 

4 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

 

 4.1 Cllr Toher declared an interest in item 8, the grant request from Bishopstoke Memorial Hall, 

and also in item 6, as Age Concern, Bishopstoke were recipients of a grant payment being reported 

this month. 

 

 4.2 Cllr Winstanley declared an interest in item 8, the grant request from Bishopstoke Memorial 

Hall. 
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5 To receive reports from Working Groups: Cemetery; Human Resources; Travel Tokens and 

Communications & Engagement 

 

 5.1 Communications & Engagement: Cllr Winstanley reported that the group had met and the main 

focus of discussion had been topics for the next newsletter, to go out in May. This will be sent to the 

Communications group and the Chair before going to the printer. Also discussed had been the need to 

amend the social media policy, and the need for more photos to go on the website. 

 

6 To receive the RFO’s report and approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for 

March 2019 

 

 6.1 The Clerk provided the Committee with the RFO’s report. Maintenance work at the Cemetery 

has continued; the invoices for the website and email addresses have been paid; grants have gone out 

to Eastleigh Bereavement Services and Age Concern, Bishopstoke and the recent invoice for Planet’s 

neighbourhood plan consultancy fees has also been paid. The Clerk also reported that spending for the 

year has come in around £20,000 below projections due mainly to money set aside for tree work, 

neighbourhood plan, community buildings and several other areas not being spent this year.  

 

 6.2 The Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for March 2019 had been circulated with the 

supporting documents for this meeting. 

 

 6.3 Cllr Harris asked whether Brookfield was now not being transferred as the original deadline set 

by the Council has passed. The Clerk reported that, as the Borough had encountered difficulties with 

the legal terms of the original transfer, the deadline had been extended and the Parish is now awaiting 

a resolution from the Borough. Cllr Toher reported that the Parish has officially requested the transfer 

of the commuted sum for Brookfield, believed to be around £18,000. 

 

 6.4 Cllr Tidridge asked whether the works on the car park area for Bishopstoke Cemetery were 

being paid from developer contributions. The Clerk informed the Committee that an application had 

been made which was turned down as the work had been ordered by the Parish before the application 

to the Borough for funds. Cllr Tidridge asked whether the Community Infrastructure Project list 

should be discussed at Full Council or Finance & General Purposes as a way of having more say in 

where developer contributions are placed. The Clerk indicated he would include this as part of the 

budget discussions in preparation for the Borough meeting each January at which the list of projects is 

discussed. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 6.5 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Committee approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for March 2019. 

 

7 To recommend the adoption of the Statement of Internal Control 

 

 7.1 The Statement of Internal Control had been circulated with the supporting documents for this 

meeting. 

 

 7.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Toher, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the 

Council adopt and sign the Statement of Internal Control. 

 

8 To make recommendations on the grant request from Bishopstoke Memorial Hall 

 

 8.1 The Committee sought reassurance that the timing of the transfer of the Memorial Hall to Parish 

control would not result in any grant being lost. The Clerk indicated that at the time of transfer, the 

bank accounts of the Memorial Hall charity would also be transferred, and so any money would 

remain for the use of the Hall. The Clerk also noted that this grant, if approved, would be taken from 

the Community Buildings budget. 

 



 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 8.2 Proposed Cllr Brown, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RECOMMENDED with Cllrs Toher and 

Winstanley abstaining that the Council grant £1,250 from the Community Buildings fund to 

Bishopstoke Memorial Hall. 

 

9 To receive the Clerk’s Report, including an update on Parish Council assets 

 

 9.1 Allotments – The Clerk reported that the allotment site meeting had been generally positive 

although there are still some concerns regarding plots not being cultivated. The Council’s policy will 

be followed and any plot holder not sufficiently cultivating their plot this year (without a legitimate 

reason for being unable to do so) will not remain a plot holder in the following year. After the meeting 

the Clerk went round the Underwood Road site with the site reps and noted the plots where work is yet 

to commence this year. These plots will be the main focus of the allotment inspections at the end of 

April. The waiting lists are currently: Jockey Lane 6; Underwood Road 4; Sewall Drive 22; Nine Elms 

14 and 2 for the 9 Elms disabled plots.  

. 

 9.2 Burials – There are currently two burials planned in the Cemetery. One on the 18th April and 

one on the 24th. In total through 2018-19, there were 7 new burials, 4 re-openings, 5 new ashes burials 

and 13 ashes re-openings, for a total of 29 interments. This is the same as the previous year and is 

higher than average. The percentage of Ashes burials is around 60% for Bishopstoke. This is higher 

than when the Parish Council first took over the Cemetery but remains lower than the national average 

of 77%. 

 

 9.3 Cemetery – Recent works either completed or ordered at the Cemetery include the removal of 

the problem branches beneath the tarmac at the entrance and the re-tarmacking of it, the installation of 

signs by the car park spaces outside the Bishopstoke Cemetery entrance, and the line painting of 

“Cemetery Parking” across those spaces. 

 

 9.4 Closed Churchyards – St Mary’s: The delays on getting any decision regarding the fencing 

around St Mary’s continue. There are legal issues around ensuring access for neighbours to repair their 

own structures. The hope is that we can complete both the second stage wall repair and the fence 

replacement in the current financial year, but as ever we are dependent upon the diocese. The Clerk 

was requested to ask HALC and other local councils if they experienced similar delays. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 9.5 Parish Office – Nothing to report. 

 

 9.6 Play Areas – Repairs for Sayers Road Play area and Brookfield Play area have been ordered, 

including altering the tarmac by the two gates to allow them to open and shut freely. Work identified 

in the most recent inspections is shortly to be ordered as well, and a new system for improving the 

speed at which repair work is ordered and completed is being trialled in the coming months. 

 

 9.7 General – Preparations for the audit are in full swing now and are obviously the highest priority. 

The Clerk is meeting with the RFO on Thursday to prepare the end of year reports necessary. The 

paperwork will come before F&GP in May.  

 

10 Date, time, place and agenda items for the next meeting  

 

 10.1 The next meeting is scheduled to be on Tuesday 14 May 2019 at 7:30pm in the Parish Office, 

Riverside, Bishopstoke. 

 

 10.2 Agenda items for this meeting should be received by the Clerk no later than Monday 6th May 

2019. 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8:15pm 



 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 9 April 2019  

 

 
Resolutions to be noted by the Full Parish Council 

 

 2.2 that the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting held on 12 March 2019 be 

accepted as a true record. 

 

 6.5 that the Committee approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for March 2019. 

 

 

Recommendations for consideration by the Full Parish Council 

 

 7.2 that the Council adopt and sign the Statement of Internal Control. 

 

 8.2 that the Council grant £1,250 from the Community Buildings fund to Bishopstoke Memorial 

Hall. 

 

 

Actions arising from this meeting 

 

 6.4 The Clerk was requested to include discussions of potential S106 projects in the budget 

discussions each year. 

 

 9.4 The Clerk was requested to ask HALC and other local councils if they experience similar 

delays when dealing with the diocese. 

 

 

Continuing actions 

 

 None 

 

  

 


