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BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 13 November 2018  

 
Present:  Cllrs Harris (Chair), Brown, Dean, Tidridge, Toher and Winstanley 

                

In Attendance:  Mr D Hillier-Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Cllr Mignot 

    

Public Session  1 member of the public was present 

 

FGP_1819_M07/ 

 

Public Session 

 

81 Apologies for Absence 

   

 81.1 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllr Thornton.  

 

82 To accept as a true record, and sign, the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting 

held on 9 October 2018 

 

 82.1 The draft minutes had been circulated with the supporting papers for this meeting. 

 

 82.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED, with Cllr Tidridge abstaining, 

that the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting held on 9 October 2018 be accepted as 

a true record. 

 

83 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes 

 

 83.1 Minute FGP_1819_M06/73.1 –The Clerk thanked all those Cllrs who had submitted proposals 

for the budget. 

 

 83.2 Minute 73.3 – The percentage of year that has passed will be added to future Budget Monitoring 

sheets. For this month the figure is 58.3% 

 

 83.3 Minute 79.6 – The Clerk reported details of the Armistice Day event had been published. 

 

84 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

 

 84.1 None declared or requested. 

 

85 To receive reports from working groups 

 

 85.1 Cllr Toher reported that the Neighbourhood Plan was progressing well. The Aims and 

Objectives had been sent to Plan-et who had offered to produce some example draft policies to go with 

them. At the most recent meeting, the steering group had agreed to share out the work of examining 

these policies and modifying them to fit Bishopstoke’s purposes better. The next meeting is in early 

December. Cllr Winstanley asked about the timetable for public consultation and referendum. Cllr 

Toher replied that the next consultation will hopefully take place in early 2019, with the tentative plan 

being to have the Plan approved by the end of 2019. 
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 85.2 Cllr Harris reported that the first meeting for Carnival 2019 had taken place. Cllr Harris has 

been voted in as Chair again, with Clair Byfield as the new Vice-Chair. The route will be kept the 

same and greater efforts will be made with the street collection. There is also interest from one of the 

Toby Carvery managers about them having a greater involvement next year. 

 

 85.3 Cllr Toher also reported that the Travel Token group had met recently. The level of tokens will 

be kept the same, but the budget request will be increased to £2,500 to take account of the increased 

interest over the past two years, and the increased usage.  

 

86 To receive the RFO’s report and approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for 

October 2018 

 

 86.1 The Clerk reported that we have begun the work of transferring the RFO role to Assistant Clerk 

Thorogood. Initially she has taken on the outstanding VAT refund claim and will assume the 

remainder of the role in the coming months. The Clerk also stated that the next Full Council meeting 

will need to consider moving some funds to cover re-tarmacking just outside the Cemetery gates as 

that is NOT included in the work the developer is required to do, being inside our boundary and not 

theirs.  

 

 86.2 The Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for October 2018 had been circulated with the 

supporting documents for this meeting. 

 

 86.3 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the Committee 

approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for October 2018. 

 

87 To determine what, if any, action to take regarding the parking spaces outside Glebe Meadow 

 

 87.1 Following discussions, the Committee agreed that they would like the parking spaces outside 

Glebe Meadow, which are on land owned by the Parish Council, be reclaimed for Parish Council use. 

The Committee determined that the most effective way to do this would be to move the gates back to 

the boundary of Glebe Meadow, rather than being inset as they are now. 

 

 87.2 The Committee asked the Clerk to check with the Borough planning department as to whether 

any planning application would need to be put forward, to arrange to inform residents of Portal Road 

of the changes that are coming and to obtain quotes for the work required. 

 

 87.3 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that the Clerk 

proceed with all necessary work for investigating re-siting the gates to Glebe Meadow.  

 

88 To consider and make recommendations on the grant request from the Street Pastors 

 

 88.1 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Harris, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the Parish 

Council grant £500 to the Street Pastors. 

 

89 To consider and make recommendations on the grant request from Stoke Park Infants 

Association 

 

 89.1 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Brown, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the Parish 

Council grant £1,000 to Stoke Park Infants Association. 

 

90 To approve the continued contribution to the YZone 

 

 90.1 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that the Parish 

Council continue with the budgeted contribution to the YZone. 

 

Cllr Harris indicated that Items 11 and 12 on the agenda would be reversed. 
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91 To recommend changing Financial Regulation 6.5 

 

 91.1 The proposed amendment had been circulated with the supporting documents for this meeting. 

 

 91.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Toher, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the 

amendment to Financial Regulation 6.5 be adopted. 

 

92 To recommend approving the use of a direct debit to pay for a general waste bin 

 

 92.1 Cllr Tidridge requested that the organiser of the monthly litter pick be given access to the bin. 

The Clerk indicated he would first clarify with Green Smile as to the volume of rubbish they expect to 

place in the bin, but that provided access to the bin was not spread more widely he did not see any 

reason not to allow the monthly litter pick to use the bin. 

 

 92.2 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Brown, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the Council 

approve using a Direct Debit to pay for the general waste bin. 

 

93 To approve the insurance quote for the Parish Council 

 

 93.1 The quotes and recommendation from the Parish Council insurance broker had been circulated 

prior to the meeting. 

 

 93.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED unanimously that the Parish 

Council accept the recommendation from the insurance broker and additionally proceed with the 3-

year option. 

 

94 To discuss the 2019-20 budget and make recommendations 

 

 94.1 The proposed expenditure budget and additional proposed items had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. 

 

 94.2 The Clerk explained the planning that had gone into the general expenditure budget and where 

figures or headings were changing from the previous year. This included the expected expenditure for 

works at St Mary’s Church, the Cemetery and beginning the fund for updating the Parish play areas. 

The Clerk also informed the Committee that in light of the fact that funding exists for the Skate Park at 

Glebe Meadow, and the Memorial Hall will be at least refurbished in the next two years, it could be 

possible to view Glebe Meadow as a whole and include the sensory garden and play area in an overall 

project. This would allow Glebe Meadow to be seen as a holistic project which might allow various 

parts to be repositioned or looked at differently. This could also delay the need for the £25,000 play 

area fund to start for a further two years, which may allow some of the Councillors additional items to 

be completed. After discussion, the Committee were happy to accept the proposed budget be taken 

forward to determine how to best fund it. 

 

 94.3 There were a number of items that Cllrs had put forward for consideration in this and future 

budgets. These items were now discussed in more depth. 

 

 94.4 To consider funding £1,900 for weedkilling around the Parish in light of Hampshire now only 

doing this once per year. The Clerk stated his belief that the Parish is unable to fund weedkilling of 

gutters as this is outside the bounds of its powers. Additionally, this would be considered double 

taxation. The Committee felt that it might be more appropriate to fund a Parish Lengthsman who 

would be able to perform a wide variety of functions. The Clerk was asked to investigate the 

Lengthsman scheme and also ask HALC about the legality of funding weedkilling on the Highway. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 94.5 Replacement of Jubilee clocks. The Committee agreed that the clocks should be replaced but 

not necessarily with clocks. The Clerk was asked to determine the cost of replacing the two clocks 
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with mains powered substitutes, so that this figure could be included in the budget. Whether that be to 

spend on clocks or an alternative memorial will be decided at a later date. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 94.6 To place defibrillators in locations such as the Memorial Hall, Community Centre, St Pauls and 

YZone. The Clerk reported that the cost of installation appears to be in the region of £1,500 and 

annual maintenance is minimal. The Committee agreed to place funding for four defibrillators in the 

budget. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 94.7 The upgrade of bins to dual waste with the addition of extra bins. The Clerk noted that he had 

already placed a sum of £2,000 in the budget for bins in the coming year. The Committee agreed that 

the aim should be to upgrade all existing bins as soon as possible and add 4 per year, or more if 

funding allows, until the Parish has sufficient. An initial budget of £5,000 rather than £2,000 was 

suggested and the Clerk was asked to determine the cost of upgrading the existing bins. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 94.8 To set aside funds to support the Memorial Hall / Office upgrade. The Clerk reported that 

should a full rebuild of the Hall take place, that is envisaged to be in the region of £1.5 million. It is 

expected that the Parish would apply for grants to make up any shortfall after Borough money and 

developer contributions, and that having a larger, Glebe Meadow, project could make this easier. Any 

funds the Parish might set aside from its current reserves would quickly be dwarfed by the necessary 

spending. If grants are not obtainable then Public Works Loans Board money is a better option. The 

Committee agreed to leave this item out of the budget. 

 

 94.9 To set aside funds to support the BCA. The Clerk explained that there is already a small amount 

of money in the budget to fund BCA grant requests or any surveys the Parish may wish to undertake. 

With that in mind, the Committee agreed it was not necessary to add further funds. 

 

 94.10 To employ a Parish Lengthsman for a few hours a week. The Clerk noted that the Council had 

tried on at least one previous to join the scheme but there had been none locally available. The 

Committee agreed it would be worth trying again as a Lengthsman would be a useful asset to the 

Parish. The Clerk was asked to determine if there are any schemes currently available to join, if not 

investigate when one might come available, and what the costs might be. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 94.11 To upgrade the path around Brookfield to include a running track and dog walking. The Clerk 

reported that a number of residents had suggested the possibility of inviting Park Run to host events at 

Brookfield. Cllr Tidridge stated that the circuit was not big enough for Park Run, who require enough 

space to have a 5k run. However, Cllr Tidridge fully supported the idea of investigating making the 

Brookfield circuit more suited to runners. The Committee agreed that it would be good to be active in 

the East part of Bishopstoke, as there tends to be a focus on other areas. Accordingly, this item, along 

with adding benches along the Brookfield paths and football goals in the open space area, should be 

combined into a Brookfield Project, with an initial suggested budget of £10,000. Within that project it 

would also be possible to look at whether installing adult outdoor exercise equipment might be a 

benefit to residents in future. Cllr Winstanley observed that some time ago, the Borough had produced 

videos demonstrating how it is possible to exercise using benches, and that might influence what gets 

put in place around Brookfield. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 94.12 To begin the process of updating the teen skate area at Glebe Meadow, As the intention is now 

to include this in a wider look at the whole Meadow, this item was considered to be unnecessary. 

 

 94.13 To provide Christmas trees and/or lights in partnership with shops at Riverside and 

Whalesmead. The idea of trees met with general approval, possibly one large one for each shop area, 

with a small one above each shop. Councillors agreed to approach the shops to see if they were 
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interested, and then proceed to work out how the costs would be shared. The Clerk was requested to 

determine the costs of two large trees, plus lights, and individual wall mounted smaller trees. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 94.14 The Clerk was requested to add all the items agreed on to the proposed expenditure budget. The 

Clerk was further requested to then work on various different funding options for the Council to look 

at. At the next meeting, Councillors will determine which items to recommend for inclusion this year, 

and which to put back to future years, and then recommend the funding option they feel works best. 

Action: Clerk 

 

95 To receive the Clerk’s Report, including an update on Parish Council assets 

 

 95.1 Allotments – a meeting was held with developers and EBC to discuss the allotment building at 

Breach Lane which was positive. New plots by Cemetery have now been laid out properly although 

the paths are not suitable yet. There are still concerns about the external fencing as although it is tall 

enough it appears to be very easily climbable. The water is now off at Jockey Lane and Underwood 

Road. 

 

 95.2 Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards – The new cemetery is finally looking like work has been 

done to properly prepare the land. We await to see whether EBC approve it for the start of the year-

long monitoring process. The tarmac disturbed by tree roots just outside the Cemetery gates is our 

responsibility and so quotes are being obtained for that remedial work. The Cemetery water is now off. 

. 

 95.3 Play Areas – It has been reported to the Clerk that the play area inspection has just taken place. 

He is awaiting the official report, but indications are that the only main issues that remain are the 

broken piece of equipment at Brookfield, and the gates at Sayers Road. 

 

. 95.4 The Armistice day event here at Glebe Meadow was very well attended, with around 300 people 

on the Meadow, followed by a parade up to St Marys whilst those remaining stayed for tea and 

biscuits in the hall. A number of very positive comments came from those who were attending. 

 

 95.5 The Clerk reported that he had attended the recent presentation by shortlisted architects 

regarding possible options for Bishopstoke Memorial Hall. It was very informative and there was 

unanimous agreement on the best presentation on the day. Further news will follow in the coming 

weeks. 

 

 95.6 The Parish Office will close for Christmas at the end of Friday 21st December and reopen on 

Monday 7th January 2019. 

 

96 Date, time, place and agenda items for the next meeting  

 

 96.1 The next meeting is scheduled to be on Tuesday 11 December 2018 at 7:30pm in the Parish 

Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke. 

 

 96.2 Agenda items for this meeting should be received by the Clerk at least 7 days prior to the 

meeting. 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 9:20pm 

 

  



 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

Resolutions to be noted by the Full Parish Council 

 

 82.2 that the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting held on 9 October 2018 be 

accepted as a true record. 

 

 86.3 that the Committee approve the Budget Monitoring and Payments reports for October 2018. 

 

 87.3 that the Clerk proceed with all necessary work for investigating re-siting the gates to Glebe 

Meadow.  

 

 90.1 that the Parish Council continue with the budgeted contribution to the YZone. 

 

 93.2 that the Parish Council accept the recommendation from the insurance broker and additionally 

proceed with the 3 year option. 

 

Recommendations for consideration by the Full Parish Council 

 

 88.1 that the Parish Council grant £500 to the Street Pastors. 

 

 89.1 that the Parish Council grant £1,000 to Stoke Park Infants Association. 

 

 91.2 that the amendment to Financial Regulation 6.5 be adopted. 

 

 92.2 that the Council approve using a Direct Debit to pay for the general waste bin. 

 

Actions arising from this meeting 

 

 94.4 The Clerk was requested to ask HALC about the legality of funding weedkilling on the 

Highway and also find out about the Lengthsman scheme from HCC.  

 

 Contacted HCC on 30/11/18 to ask about Lengthsman scheme 

 

 94.5 The Clerk was asked to determine the cost of replacing the two Jubilee clocks with mains-

powered versions and that to the budget. 

 

 94.6 The Clerk was asked to place funding for four defibrillators in the budget. 

 

 94.7 The Clerk was requested to increase funding for bins in the budget to £5,000. 

 

 94.10 The Clerk was requested to investigate the possibility and costs of joining a Parish Lengthsman 

scheme. 

 

 94.11 The Clerk was requested to put into the budget an initial sum of £10,000 for benches around 

Brookfield, making the path more suitable for running and dog walking, and adding a pair of football 

goals to the open space, and begin the process of consulting nearby residents to ensure the money is 

spent on amenities that they want. 

 

 94.13 The Clerk was requested to determine the costs of two large Christmas trees and several smaller 

wall-mounted ones. 

 

 94.14 The Clerk was requested to bring forward the expenditure and potential funding suggestions to 

the next Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting. 

 

 



 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

  

 


